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BOOK NOTICES 



Be Ecclesia. The Church. By John Huss. 
Translated with Notes and Introduction by 
David S. Schaff. New York: Scribner, 
1915. Pp. xlvi+304. $2.30. 

The celebration of the five-hundredth 
anniversary of the death of John Huss is an 
event of first-rate importance, both for the church 
historian and for the historian of civil and 
religious liberty. Dr. Schaff's Life of Huss 
would not have been complete for the English 
reader if some of his writings had not at the 
same time been made available. He wisely 
chose the best-known of the reformer's works — 
De Ecclesia. We are given along with the 
translation an elaborate introduction and criti- 
cal notes. It was from De Ecclesia that the 
charges were taken which led to the burning of 
Huss at the stake at Constance, July 6, 1415. 
In this book we find a thorough discussion of the 
great questions that were agitating the church 
in those troubled times. It thus becomes a 
source-book. 



tant part by its freedom and originality of ex- 
pression. There are voluminous indices and the 
whole work is handsomely printed. It is a note- 
worthy effort of American scholarship. 



A Grammar of the Greek Hew Testament 
in the Light of Historical Research. By 
A. T. Robertson. New York: Doran, 1914. 
Pp. xl+ 1360. $5 . 00. 

Professor Robertson's grammar enjoys the 
considerable distinction of being the first New 
Testament grammar on a large scale, since that 
of Blass, to have been brought to completion 
in the new period of grammatical and philo- 
logical studies. It may fairly be described as 
pre-eminent among such grammars in the fulness 
with which it exhibits the grammatical materials 
with which it deals. Papyri, inscriptions, 
modern Greek, and ancient Sanskrit are all 
made to contribute to the illumination of New 
Testament grammar. Professor Robertson has 
made a great deal of use of the work of other 
scholars. One could not ask a wider horizon 
of authority and opinion than he cites. His 
material too is well analyzed and in general 
clearly presented. His style is rugged and 
direct, and his fondness for short, crisp sentences 
sometimes leaves the impression of abruptness 
or disjunctiveness. His learning is admirable, 
however, and for the present stage of New Tes- 
tament science his book performs a most useful 
service in its presentation of material and opin- 
ion. In its assimilation of these and its power 
of generalization upon them the book is less 
remarkable, but here too it may play an impor- 



The Study of Religions. By Stanley A. Cook. 
London: A. &C.S. Black, 1905. Pp. xxiv+ 
439. js. 6d. 

Professor Cook's volume is not a handbook 
of comparative religion like those of Chantepie 
de la Saussaye, Orelli, Toy, and Moore, but a 
psychological and historical study of the nature 
of religion by the unprejudiced "comparative" 
method. The study of religions is a new and 
promising science; it deals with the very funda- 
mentals of society and the profounder side of 
man, the lowest practices and the highest ideals. 
Mr. Cook shows how in this study impartiality 
must not displace sympathy but how both must 
be co-ordinated. The study of comparative 
religion involves archaeology, sociology, history, 
theology, anthropology, and psychology (p. 27). 
(Mr. Cook forgets to mention philology, without 
which all such studies are groundless.) This 
science develops itself on parallel lines with 
other branches of human learning and its 
methodology offers the same problems. For 
instance, the commonly called Wellhausen 
theory is parallel to the hypothesis of Darwin. 
An earlier recognition of Mendel's results might 
not have been all for the good of biological 
research: it might have confused the work of 
Darwinism. The bold step taken by Darwin 
was needed for the progress of biology: it 
prepared to a great extent the way for Men- 
delism. In the same way Wellhausen has 
rendered a very great service to the study of 
Old Testament religion, and now that his 
hypothesis has been generally accepted the time 
has come for some readjustments. Mr. Cook 
studies their survivals and their significance. 
Survivals in belief and custom are those curious 
phenomena which appear among both civilized 
peoples and savage lands in bygone times, 
linking the lowest peoples with the highest. 
They are not all concerned with religion — or as 
some would say with superstition — but are per- 
haps found more frequently in religion than 
in ethics. The survival theory does not how- 
ever explain religion adequately any more than 
it explains art or ethics. The influence of 
these survivals on the doctrine of God, on 
sacrifice, astrology, the belief in spirits, is lumi- 
nously discussed. Mr. Cook devotes two 
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chapters to the idea of development and con- 
tinuity in religion and another to a discussion of 
the question of failure and success in religious 
movements. The study of religion is a study 
in the ascent of man by a recognition of God's 
nearness to man. Mr. Cook has shown this with 
great clearness and his book, so honest and scien- 
tific, will not fail to leave its reader with a purer 
and clearer view of God's greatness and wis- 
dom. No better word of commendation could 
be given. 

A Historical Examination of Some Hon-Markan 
Elements in Luke. By E. W. Parsons. 
Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1914. 
Pp.80. $0.50. 

The specific portions of Luke selected for 
study are chaps. 3-8 and 0:51 — 18:14. The 
method of procedure is not that_ of literary 
criticism which seeks to determine literary rela- 
tionships between the different parts of gospel 
tradition. This phase of study is practically 
ignored in order that the author may be free to 
treat his materials from a new point of view. 
His main purpose is to discover, on the basis of 
an examination of the passages in question, the 
pragmatic interests which furnished the incen- 
tive for the literary formulation and assembling 
of the tradition. When the Leitmotiv of the 
different units of the tradition has been ascer- 
tained and the problem-situations thus revealed 
are traced to their proper place in the early his- 
tory of Christianity, the date and provenance 
of the tradition in its present form become evi- 
dent. By applying this method_ the author 
arrives at the important conclusion that the 
documents which Luke used took shape at a 
relatively early date, that they were Palestinian 
in origin, and that in several instances "the 
evidence points with some clearness to Jerusa- 
lem as the place where they assumed documen- 
tary form." 

History of Christian Missions. By Charles 
Henry Robinson. New York: Scribner, 
10 14. $2.50 net. 

This important book begins with an Intro- 
duction, chapters on "Methods of Missionary 
Work," and "The Dawn of Modern Missions." 
It closes with a hopeful chapter on "The Out- 
look," an Appendix on Christian Union in the 
Mission Field, and an excellent Index. 

The body of the work deals with twenty of 
the mission fields — about if not quite all of them 



— and endeavors to do justice to each mission 
in these fields, including Roman Catholic and 
Greek orthodox missions. The author is fully 
conscious of the difficulty of dealing with hun- 
dreds of missionary societies and giving each 
its proportionate share of attention. Yet we 
believe he has been as successful as we have any 
right to expect. 

He does not mean to make statistics the sole 
basis of his work — knowing full well the unre- 
liability of statistics. Yet almost every page, 
as a matter of fact and of necessity, bristles with 
statistics. 

Canon Robinson's wide sympathies, exten- 
sive knowledge, and rich experience make him 
peculiarly fitted for such a difficult undertaking. 
We should not be surprised if many should want 
to read the book straight through. We are 
sure that all students of missions will want to 
keep it near at hand for constant reference. 

The enthusiastic teacher who has already 
made his class understand that missions is the 
greatest of all subjects because the fundamental 
world-subject, will be able to use it as a text- 
book, referring his students to it as containing 
just the vivid outline information that they are 
eagerto get. 

Hitherto Warneck's History of Protestant 
Missions has been the essential book for most 
of us. But it is somewhat out of date, and does 
not include Roman Catholic missions. While 
it will, nevertheless, hold its ground for a long 
time, this work will at once take a place along- 
side of it. 



Der Krieg im Liohte der christlichen Ethik, by 
Professor D. L. Ihmels, is a study of the prob- 
lem of war from a German Christian point of 
view. Anyone who has read certain wild utter- 
ances of hyphenated Americans will be sur- 
prised by the sober and calm statement of the 
Leipzig professor. He declares that war be- 
comes an abomination before God as soon as 
hatred makes men wild. Christian love should 
persist through war. One may, one must, love 
individuals: one may not, however, love an 
abstract. Christ condemned war in the Ser- 
mon on the Mount, but the latter was not meant 
for unmitigated practical use. Christ enjoined 
his disciples to turn the other cheek to one who 
had already struck, but he quietly rebuked the 
officer who dealt a blow to him (John 18 : 22-23). 
Professor Ihmels' study is of course very popu- 
lar, but will hold its own among the many pro- 
ductions, good or indifferent, of war literature. 
(A. Deichert, Leipzig, pp. 32, M. 0.60.) 



